
Zim Smith Trail 
Nearest community: Round Lake, NY 

County: Saratoga 

An easy, off-road rail-to-trail, 6.8 miles round trip 
 

General description: 

 The Zim Smith Trail connects Round Lake with Coons Crossing in the Town of Halfmoon.  
 

Surface and bike style: 

 This is currently the unpaved portion of the Zim Smith Trail. The surface is roughly 10 feet wide, level 

and consists of stone dust. It may be paved in the future. At this point you’ll need a hybrid or mountain 

style bike on it.  
 

 
 

What you may see: 

 This old railroad bed will take you along rural settings, forested areas, swamps and ponds and even 

some residential areas. Stop, look and listen for the sights and sounds of wildlife in an area surrounded by 

suburban growth.    
 

How to get there: 

 From I-87, take Exit 12 and follow Rte. 67 east toward Malta. Follow Rte. 67 for a total of two miles 

to, yet another, traffic circle. At that point Rte. 67 goes left, but you will continue straight down Rte. 9 for 

an additional .7 miles to a red light. At the light you will turn right. (Now there is some controversy about 

the name of that road. It MAY be George Avenue, but the maps we have show it as Curry Avenue.) Follow 

that road, whatever its name is, about .4 miles where it crosses the bike path, and turn right into a small 

parking area. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unload your bikes and head south on the bike path. (South would be behind your vehicle if you pulled 

straight in.)  

 (Should you go north from that location, after about .2 miles you will find the Town of Malta Bikeway. 

It is the currently PAVED portion of the Zim Smith Trail. It is listed as Bike Trail # 6 in this book.   

    

GPS readings: 

 Round Lake parking area: 

 N 42° 56.237’ 

 W 073° 47.813’ 

 Coons Crossing Road trailhead (end of bike route): 

 N 42° 55.152’ 

 W 073° 47.813’ 
 



Cautions: 

 Use caution at cross roads along this trail. 
 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 The entire Zim Smith Trail system is used by snowmobile traffic and cross-country skiers in the winter. 

Therefore much of the signage is for them, not you as a bicyclist. But rest assured that this is a three-season 

bike trail. It is open during daylight hours. There are no fees and there is adequate parking at both ends of 

the trail. 
 

Facilities: 

 Other than a picnic table just north of the Round Lake parking area, we found no other facilities along 

the trail. 

 

What we found: 

 This is a nice off-road ride on a stone dust trail. The scenery was great. This trail system is scheduled 

to be expanded and improved in the future. So you will automatically get more for your money. Enjoy it!  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/saratoga/ 
 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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