
Wellesley Island State Park Roadways 
Nearest community: Alexandria Bay, NY 

County: Jefferson 

More than 6 miles of paved roadways 
 

 
 

General description: 

This is an excellent opportunity to tour a 2,600-acre state park by bike. All roads are easy to travel with 

any kind of bike. Travel as long or as far as you wish.   
 

Surface and bike style: 

All roads are paved. The main road has a designated bike lane. Any kind of bike will work on these 

roadways. 
 

What you may see: 

Wildlife abounds in this state park. Whitetail deer, turkey and small game are often seen.  Most seasons 

you can almost reach out and touch a groundhog along-side the roadways. 
 

 

How to get there: 

From the South - From I-81, cross the first span of the Thousand Islands Bridge near Alexandria Bay, 

NY ($2.00 toll).  Take Exit 51, the first one after you cross the bridge. Turn right at the stop sign.  Go about 

.5 miles to the next stop sign and turn right onto Jefferson County Route 100. You will see signs for the 

Nature Center. Go about .5 miles on Rt. 100, then take a right onto the Cross Island Road, toward the Nature 

Center. This is the road to Wellesley Island State Park and its Nature Center. Continue about one mile. 

From the North - From I-81, take Exit 51. Turn right onto Jefferson County Rt. 100. Travel about .3 

miles and turn right onto the Cross Island Road toward the Nature Center. Continue about one mile. 
 

Upon arriving at the entrance tollbooth, tell the attendant that you are there to bike the roads from the 

Nature Center.  You may be asked to pay a day use fee (it was $7.00 when we went) during the prime 

summer season. Before Memorial Day and after Labor Day there is no attendant, so just drive through. 

About .3 miles later, turn left onto the Nature Center Road. Go about .4 miles to the designated parking 

area. Visit the Nature Center and pick up a map of the park roads. Then, unload your bike and enjoy the 

day. 
 

GPS Readings: 

Toll booth: 

 N 44° 19.006’ 

 W 076° 01.279’ 

Parking area (Nature Center) 

N 44° 18.383’ 

W 076° 01.926’ 
 

Season – Hours – Fees – Parking: 

The Nature Center is open year-round, but we don’t recommend winter. The park is open from dawn 

to dusk. You’ll have to pay the bridge fee and you may or may not have to pay a day-use fee for going to 

the Nature Center. Plenty of parking. 
 

Caution: 

You will be sharing the roadways with vehicular traffic. The speed limit is 25 miles per hour on the 

roadways, but don’t rely on that. 
 



 
 

Time: 

You could cover this in about an hour, but why? Take your time and enjoy the scenery. Make a day 

of it; picnicking, fishing or on the beach, especially if you had to pay a day use fee. 
 

Facilities: 

There are restrooms at the Nature Center, and near the marina and campgrounds. There are picnic 

tables everywhere. There is a beach, a marina and a store.   
 

What we found: 

These roadways will give you an excellent way to casually enjoy this state park. Wildlife abounds, 

and the views are wonderful. Take time to enjoy the views, the sounds and the smells of nature. The Nature 

Center is a nice place to learn about the flora, fauna and geology of the island. Enjoy! 
 

 
 

Special Tale: 

The Nature Center actually has a 36-foot replica of a Voyageur Canoe.  These large canoes were used 

to bring trading goods and supplies up through the St. Lawrence River and into the Great Lakes Region in 

the 1700s and early 1800s.  The men who paddled them, all day long, at 60 strokes a minute, were hearty 

men known as “Voyageurs.”  The Nature Center actually sponsors periodic trips in this replica canoe in 

which you can participate, and paddle from time to time.  It’s great fun! Ask for details at the Nature Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/1000-islands/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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