
Lower Feeder Canal Trail 

Nearest Town: Hudson Falls, NY 

County: Warren 

An interesting down and back trail; total distance 3.5 miles  

 

General description: 

 This trail follows the Feeder Canal from Hudson Falls down to the remnants of 

the Old Champlain Canal. It is a relatively easy trail on the way down, but what goes 

down must come back up. So the return trip will be a little more difficult, but you can 

walk back up the main hill.  

 

Surface and bike style: 

 This section of the Feeder Canal Trail is mixed with some paved portions, some 

gravel and some dirt. A hybrid or mountain style bike will serve you well on this trail. 

  

What you may see: 

 The first part of this ride is a gradual, almost flat section. The Feeder Canal gently 

flows along this stretch through residential areas of Hudson Falls. About .75 miles down 

the trail, the slope descends at a greater rate and you will start to encounter old locks and 

faster and faster water. When you reach the five combines at the one-mile mark, the canal 

drops quickly on down through several locks to the Old Champlain Canal. Enjoy this nice 

ride through history by reading the interpretive markers. Picture as many as 100 canal 

boats a week working their way up and down the canal and locks. 

 

How to get there: 

 From I-87 take Exit 19 and follow Route 254 north for approximately 4.4 miles 

and turn left onto Route 32 toward Hudson Falls. Follow Route 32 about 2 miles to the 

intersection with Route 4. At the light turn right and follow Route 4 about 1 mile and turn 

right into Murray Park. Park in the small parking area.  

 

 
 

To begin this segment of the trail you must cross Route 4. (Grab an orange 

pedestrian flag and carry it across if you want.) Once across Route 4, cross the bridge and 

immediately turn right onto Lower Feeder Street and follow the road and path along the 

canal.   

 The trail will lead you down to the 5 Combines. From there continue down the 

hill for another .7 miles to Lock 1 and a bridge. That it where the Feeder Canal meets the 

Old Champlain Canal and that is the end of this segment.  

  



GPS readings: 

 Murray Park parking area: 

  N 43° 18.452’ 

  W 073° 34.947’ 

 

 5 Combines locks: 

  N 43° 17.824’ 

  W 073° 34.155’ 

 

Special attraction: 

 At the one-mile mark you will encounter an impressive series of old locks known 

as the 5 Combines. Today the water flows freely down them, but when the Feeder Canal 

was in operation each of the five locks raised or lowered a canal boat eleven feet, for a 

total of 55 feet. Stop and read the interpretive markers along the locks and enjoy the 

overlook bridges. You will find out how high 55 feet really is when you begin to come 

back up the trail from below the 5 combines. 

 

 
 

Cautions: 

 Be careful of crossing automobile traffic at trail intersections.   

  

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 This is a three-season biking trail open during daylight hours. There are no fees 

and there is adequate parking at both ends of Murray Park. 

  

Facilities: 

 You will find picnic facilities at Murray Park, at the 5 Combines and a lone picnic 

table at the end of the Feeder Canal at the bridge. Otherwise there are no other facilities. 

 

What we found: 

 This is just a nice casual ride along a fascinating historical trail. It’s a relatively 

short ride at 3.5 miles, but we took our time, read every interpretive marker and 

thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.  

 

Special tale: 

 In our research on the Feeder Canal we ran across information on the Feeder 

Canal Letterbox. The website for it gave explicit directions as to where the Letterbox 

was, but we had no idea WHAT it was. So we followed the directions and we found the 

Letterbox. It was a small container with a rubber stamp and a log book. It also included a 

fact sheet all about Letterboxing.  



 Letterboxing is a fun game that incorporates some navigational skills with a bit of 

treasure hunting. You generally find clues on the Internet and off you go to find the 

Letterbox, usually placed somewhere on public land. Once you find it you log in with 

your own unique rubberstamp (or just write in a note) and use the Letterbox rubber stamp 

to stamp your own ongoing journal. In some cases, you can contact the owner of the 

Letterbox. It’s all good fun and another excuse to spend time with the family outdoors. 

For more information go to www.Letterboxing.org and happy hunting!     

 

 

 

 

 
Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-

trail-guides/finger-lakes/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was 

published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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