
Erie Canalway Segment 

Spencerport to the Genesee River (Rochester) 

County: Monroe 

Distance: About 12 miles 

A short run into the City of Rochester 

 

General description: 

 A flat trail as you transition from rural to suburban to urban environments. 

 

Surface:  

 About 6 miles of stone dust trail but then some very nice paved trails. 

 

Elevation change:  

 Flat 

  

What you may see: 

 As you leave Spencerport you will continue to parallel the Erie Canal.  But as you 

transition into a more urban environment you can see symbols and remnants of the 

industrial base that the Erie Canal helped to create.  Then it’s on into a paved park system 

with wonderful paved trails that allow you to either ride into Downtown Rochester or just 

continue your way east through very well marked Erie Canalway Trails. 

    

How to get there: 

 

 Physical address: 

  Start: Downtown Spencerport 

 

  Finish: Intersection with the Genesee Riverway Trail 

    N 43˚ 07.289’ 

    W 077˚ 38.697’ 

  

Trail notes: 

 Often times bicycling through any major city environment can be challenging and 

even dangerous.  And please note our Special Cautions below as you will encounter some 

urban issues.  But bicycling through the City of Rochester has been made very simple, 

safe and easy due to the paved, park trail system.  It is well marked and was an enjoyable 

experience. 

 

 



Special attractions:   

 In the Genesee River Valley Park three trails meet.  The Erie Canalway Trail, 

which you are following, meets up with two other trails.  The Genesee Riverway Trail 

can take you north into Downtown Rochester and up to Lake Ontario.  The Genesee 

Valley Greenway trail heads south into Southern New York. 

We mention these so you understand the “lay of the land” here in Rochester and to help 

you understand the terminology of the trail system, to keep you on the Erie Canalway if 

you are biking through.  You will also see where the Erie Canal meets the Genesee River.  

They were engineered to be kept at the same level by downriver dams.  Amazing 

technology. 

 

Special cautions: 

 Despite the great trail system here in Rochester, you will still have to cross 

several urban streets, some with heavy traffic flows.  Use caution and dismount for those 

crossings.  Cross only at intersections and with the traffic lights for the safety of all 

concerned. 

 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 This is a three-season trail.  There is adequate parking alongside the canal in 

Spencerport and there are no fees.  On the other end, you can find parking at the Genesee 

River Valley Park.  

 

Facilities:  

 You will find food and some facilities at businesses in Spencerport and other 

businesses adjacent to the trail along the way, but plan ahead. 

 

What we found:  

 We spent the night in the town of Greece, just west of the City of Rochester.  (See 

our itinerary in this book for details.)  The next morning, we “breezed” through the City 

of Rochester on our way to Newark.  A very nice ride. 

 

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway 

Trail, Tips and advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on 

the link- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while 

biking all 366 miles of the Canalway Trail. 

https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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