
Erie Canalway Segment 

Rochester to Fairport 

County: Monroe 

Distance: About 10 miles 

Heading east out of Rochester  

 

General description: 

 As you leave the park area from the Genesee River you will be surprised at how quickly you 

are back in rural New York.  

 

Surface: 

 Mostly paved with a stone dust segment.  

 

Elevation change:  

 Flat 

  

What you may see: 

 Between Rochester and Pittsford you will encounter a suburban environment and then, Lock 

33. This is a great place to watch boats lock through in either direction. Break out your camera for 

great shots.  

 

     
 

How to get there: 

 

 Physical address: 

  Start: Genesee River in Rochester 

 

  Finish: Downtown Fairport 

   N 43˚ 06.177’ 

   W 077˚ 26.613’ 

 

Trail notes: 

 As you enter Pittsford, you will want to take the bicycle bypass. It is a nice little “village” area 

built right on the canal, but they had some accidents between bicycles and pedestrians in past years, so 

now they have a well-marked “bicycle bypass” in this area. Take it and you can still stop for lunch 

along the way – bicycle racks provided. 

 

 



 And if you are keeping track of the elevations, our GPS told us that Fairport is about 451 feet 

above sea level.    

 

Special attractions: 

 A few miles east of Pittsford you will encounter what is known as the “Great Embankment”. 

It’s a unique engineering fete that was constructed to take you about 700 feet above the Irondequoit 

Creek. It’s interesting! 

  

Special cautions: 

 There are actually a couple of flights of stairs to carry your bikes down at Lock 33. Don’t try to 

ride them. They are steep. 

 You will be crossing major intersections in both Pittsford and Fairport. Use caution and be sure 

to dismount as you cross.  

  

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 Three seasons as always during daylight hours. No fees. Find parking at several places along 

this segment, including at Pittsford and at Fairport.  

  

Facilities: 

 You will find restaurants and rest rooms in Pittsford and Fairport. 

  

Other facilities: 

 We found a bike shop right on the Canalway Trail in Fairport.  

 

What we found: 

 We eased out of Rochester and past some interesting suburban buildings, watched the lock in 

operation, hit some rural areas, had lunch in Pittsford and breezed through to Fairport and beyond. 

Great day. 

 

 
 
 

** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway Trail, Tips and 

advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on the link- 

https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while biking all 366 

miles of the Canalway Trail. https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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