
Pack Demonstration Forest (Lake Loop) 
Nearest community: Warrensburg, NY 

County: Warren 

An easy 3.9-mile loop around a small lake 
 

General description: 

 Although there are at least 10.5 miles of trails on this site, we’ll only take you on a relatively easy trek 

around the Pack Forest Lake for about 3.9 miles. There are many more miles of trails on this site, but you’re 

on your own for those. 
 

Surface and bike style: 

 The surfaces range from old pavement, to dirt, to gravel. Most of the trails are old logging roads. We 

recommend a hybrid or mountain style bike. This loop is easy, but some other trails on the site will be 

moderate. 
 

 What you may see: 

 This is a very nice woodland trek around a picturesque lake. Along the way, you’ll see great views of 

the lake, as well as a great view of a beaver dam and pond system. 

 

 
 

How to get there: 

 From I-87, take Exit 23 and follow the signs to Route 9. Then follow Route 9 north for about 4.7 miles 

and turn left into the Charles L. Pack Demonstration Forest. Follow the dirt road in about .5 miles, following 

the signs for public parking. 

 Your biking trailhead will be directly behind you as you park. 
 

  Head out beyond the kiosk on a rough dirt/grass trail. About .2 miles out, you will encounter a large 

log across the trail. Go around it and turn left onto an old semi-paved road (that will be Old Route 9.) Follow 

it for more than a mile and you will see a gate to your left.  
 

 Go around the gate and continue your journey. Then take a left turn at every opportunity and you will 

eventually find your vehicle, right where you left it. 
 

GPS readings: 

 Parking area: 

 N 43° 32.908’ 

 W 073° 48.349’ 

 Main trail system trailhead: 

 N 43° 32.904’ 

 W 073° 48.281’ 

 Left turn at the gate: 

 N 43 34.041’ 

 W 073 48.495’ 
 

Special attraction: 

 At about the 2.1-mile mark, you’ll find an interesting beaver dam and the extensive pond behind it. We 

estimated that the dam is about fifty feet long and is built right up to the edge of the roadway. 

  

 



You will find it at: 

 N 43 33.605’ 

 W 073 49.185’ 
 

 
  

Cautions: 

 Eventually you will come to a group of buildings. For about six weeks in the summer, there is an eco-

camp at this site. Not to worry, just ride on through. 

 The 3.9- mile trip around the lake is easy to follow if you take a left at every major intersection. But, 

take a compass and GPS reading before you leave the parking area anyway. 

 Should you decide to explore any of the many other trails in this area, you may get lost. We know; 

we’ve done that -- twice. But, we always came out to a road eventually and figured out our way back. But, 

we had compass readings and a GPS to help us. You need to do the same. 

 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 These trails are open year-round for outdoor activities during daylight hours. There are no fees and 

there is adequate parking in the public parking area. 
 

Time: 

 The 3.9-mile loop is easy and should take only an hour or so. Explore all the other trails at your own 

pace. 
 

Facilities: 

 None 
 

What we found: 

 We had a nice ride doing the 3.9-mile trail around the lake. But then, Roger wanted to explore some of 

the other trails on the site. Yep, we explored all right – we ended up WAY down to the intersection of 

Routes 28 and 40. Luckily, we had reviewed area maps before we went and knew what we had to do to go 

back and find our vehicle. Overall, it wasn’t our finest day of navigation, but we had a great time doing it. 

And, we eventually found our way home.  
 

Special tale: 

 Well, we just had to find out who Charles L. Pack was since his name is attached to this site. It seems 

he was a timberman, forest conservationist and pioneer forest educator who lived from 1857 to 1937. A 

very accomplished man, he donated this 2,500-acre plot of Adirondack land to the State University of New 

York’s College of Environmental Science and Forestry. It was to be used for research and training in the 

field of environmental studies. His legacy continues today as the land is continually used for environmental 

research and the education of high school students and others who are pursuing environmental education. 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/lake-george/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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