
Ontario Pathways  

Stanley to Phelps  

County: Ontario 

Nearest Towns: Stanley and Phelps, NY 

11 miles of linear trail  

 

 
 

General description: 

 This is another pleasant ride on an old railroad bed. It’s 11 miles one way for a 22-mile 

round trip. Or just do it down and back as far as you want. You can even make it a two-vehicle 

trip since we are giving you directions to both parking areas.  

 

Surface and bike style: 

 Expect everything on this very open and restored railbed trail. We found grass, dirt, a bit 

of mud and even some gravel and paved sections on this fun trip. A hybrid or mountain style 

bike will easily handle this trail. Front shocks will be a plus as you will encounter some roots and 

gravel areas. Leave your road bike at home. ☺ 

 

 
 

Elevation changes: 

 Not much elevation change. Not even enough to mention. It’s all about 600 feet above 

sea level. 

  

What you may see: 

 This is ‘farm country’. You will pass endless acres of crops in the summer season. In 

some areas the trail is actually access to farmers’ fields. In other areas the old railroad bed and its 

adjacent growth forms a wildlife corridor for birds and other NY critters. Expect to see the 

occasional woodchuck, rabbit or deer as you travel this great trail.  

 

    



How to get there: 

Stanley Junction Trailhead 

 Physical address:  

  Lehigh Street and Mott Road – Stanley, NY 

 Directions: 

  From I-90 (New York State Thruway) take Exit 42 (Geneva) and follow Route 14 

south for 5.4 miles. Turn left onto Lake Street, following the signs for Routes 5 & 20 West. Go 

.1 miles and turn right onto Routes 5 & 20 West. Follow it 2.2 miles and turn left onto Route 

245. Follow it 5.9 miles, through the hamlet of Stanley and turn right onto Lehigh Street. In less 

than .1 miles turn right and you will immediately be at the intersection of Lehigh Street and Mott 

Road. There you will find a small parking area and kiosk. At the kiosk go right to head for 

Phelps. 

 

Phelps Trailhead 

 Physical address – Phelps Trailhead 

  Just east of Routes 96 and 488 in Phelps, on Route 96. 

 Directions: 

  From I-90 (New York State Thruway) take Exit 42 (Geneva) and follow Route 14 

south for .2 miles. Turn right onto Route 96 North and follow it 6.0 miles.  Turn left into the 

Ontario Pathways parking area. If you reach Route 488 you have gone about .2 miles too far. 

 

  
  

GPS readings: 

 Stanley Trailhead: 

  N 42° 49.509’ 

  W 077° 06.056° 

 

 Phelps Trailhead: 

  N 42° 57.672’ 

  W 077° 05.486’  

Special cautions: 

 Expect rustic conditions on this off-road trail including tree roots and varying conditions 

from ash railroad bed to gravel and an occasional bit of light mud depending on the season.    

 

 
 



 Trail Note: On your way from Stanley to Phelps, about 6 miles out, you will find an old 

railroad water tower in the hamlet of Orleans. At this point, as of this writing, you will have to 

detour past the water tower and take a right onto Route 488 North. It’s okay. It has a decent 

shoulder. Follow it for about .7 miles. Just past a curve on Route 488, on your right, you will see 

another access point for the trail. Go down it and turn left to head to Phelps, back on the old rail 

bed. It just bypasses a section of the old railroad bed that Ontario Pathways has not yet been able 

to purchase and revive.     

  

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 This is a four-season, multi-use trail. Expect to share it with hikers, bikers, horses and 

cross-country skiers. It is open dawn to dusk. There are no fees. Park at designated areas only! 

There is parking for about 6 vehicles at the Stanley Trailhead. There is parking for about a dozen 

vehicles at the Phelps Trailhead.   

  

Time: 

 Spend a couple of hours each way on this very nice and well-maintained trail.  

 

Facilities: 

 None 

 

What we found: 

 This was a fun day. We passed creeks and glades and even a great waterfall. Although we 

did it in summer it has to be even better in the fall.  

 

 Special tale: 

 We didn’t know about that break in the trail in Orleans before we started out. When we 

turned back to the water tower after a blocked trail, I took off my helmet and I broke out the 

maps, etc. As I am pouring over maps and trying to find our way, a local resident in an SUV 

drove by and turned around to talk to us.  

 “Are you looking for the next trail segment? He asked.  

 He then gave us the directions we are giving you about the bypass on 488.  

 I thanked him for stopping and being so considerate.  

 When he turned around again to continue his original trip, he rolled down his window 

and said, “We love the trail. That’s why I stopped.” 

 Country folk are GREAT people!! 

  

 

 

 

 
Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/finger-lakes/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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