
Ontario Pathways 

Canandaigua to Stanley  

County: Ontario 

Nearest Town: Canandaigua, NY 

11 miles of linear rail trail   

 

 
General description: 

 A pleasant ride on a well-maintained old railroad bed. It’s a down and back trail, 

as far as you want to venture out and return. So, it would be a 22 mile round trip, or a 

nice two vehicle trip for just the 11 miles. It’s up to you.  

 

Surface and bike style: 

 Expect some crushed cinders, a little gravel and grass. Sections of the trail can be 

wet and a little muddy in some places during the rainy season. You will be happiest with 

a mountain style bike, but a hybrid will be just fine. This is not a road bike trail.  

 

 
 

Elevation changes: 

 Our GPS indicated some elevation change but we really didn’t notice any. 

Consider it flat. 

  

What you may see: 

 You will pass acres and acres of cornfields and other crops as you pass along 

country settings. The bridges will take you over a few streams for great scenic views. 

Expect songbirds and a glimpse of the occasional woodchuck or rabbit, or maybe even a 

deer ahead on the trail.      

 

 



How to get there: 

 

 Physical address: 

  Ontario Street, Canandaigua, NY – Crossroad Route 332. 

 

 Directions: 

  From I-90, the New York State Thruway, take Exit 44 (Canandaigua) and 

follow Route 332 south for 8.2 miles and turn left onto Ontario Street. Follow it down 

about .5 miles and turn left into a parking area with a kiosk.  

 Trail note: As you face the kiosk, turn right to follow the trail toward Stanley. 

  

GPS readings: 

 Ontario Street Parking Area: 

  N 42° 53.524’ 

  W 077° 16.285’ 

 

 Stanley Junction trailhead: 

  N 42° 49.518’ 

  W 077° 06.071’ 

 

Special cautions: 

 You will cross several highways and country roads along the way. Use caution at 

each crossing. 

 Eleven, and especially 22 miles of off-road biking is demanding. Know your own 

limitations. If you start to feel tired, turn around.  

  

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 Open year-round from dawn to dusk. There are no fees, but if you like what you 

see and do, join Ontario Pathways to support their efforts to maintain these great trails. 

There is parking for about a dozen vehicles at the Ontario Street trailhead and parking at 

the Stanley trailhead for about 6 vehicles. 

  

Time: 

 It’s not a race. It’s a fun ride. We did the 11 miles in about two hours. But do it at 

your own comfortable pace. 

  

Facilities: 

 None 

 

What we found: 

 We had a great day on a great trail with a great volunteer couple from Ontario 

Pathways who could not have been more gracious. The trail is well maintained by an all 

volunteer staff. And we did encounter one young woodchuck on the trail. He didn’t quite 

know what to make of these four huge characters disturbing his dinner and was too 

camera shy for us to get a shot as he scurried off into the bushes. Perhaps he will be a 

little more friendly with you on your trek. ☺  

 

 

 

 



Special tale: 

 The Stanley Junction was apparently a “boom town” because of the railroad, 

operating around the clock in the 1800’s and early 1900’s. Today it is a quiet hamlet 

without the tracks. But the old rail trails at the junction can still take you back to 

Canandaigua or take you north to Phelps, just like it did those freight and passenger trains 

long ago. Enjoy the trail and its history. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-

trail-guides/finger-lakes/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was 

published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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