
Erie Canalway Segment 

Herkimer to Little Falls 

County: Herkimer 

Distance: About 8 miles 

From one nice place to another nice place  

 

General description: 

 A little difficulty finding the hidden trail out of Herkimer, but follow our GPS readings 

and you will be fine. Then it’s on to the quaint little Village of Little Falls. (The name should 

give you a hint about the terrain.) ☺ 

 

Surface: 

 Roads for a short distance to the trail. Then some stone dust trail for a couple of miles. 

Then Bike Route 5 on pavement. Relatively light traffic as a rule with a wide shoulder.   

 

Elevation change: 

 Nothing serious. Our GPS read Little Falls at 399 feet above sea level and you are headed 

for much less. So, in theory only, it is all down here from here. Yea, but you’ll have your ups and 

downs along the way. ☺ 

  

What you may see: 

 You had a nice boat ride in Herkimer. And as you leave Herkimer you will follow the 

canal down the same route that you took by boat. A couple of miles down the trail, you will stop 

at the Old Herkimer Church just before you hit the roadway and Bike Route 5. Note the slits in 

the walls of the church. Those are “gunports” used to fire guns out at intruders. Yes, it was a 

church, but it was also a sanctuary and fort. Spend some time here. It’s interesting.   

 

 
 

How to get there: 

 Physical address: 

  Start: Herkimer, NY 

 

  Finish: Little Falls, NY 

 

Trail note: 

 The trail out of Herkimer begins across the bridge and adjacent to the ambulance service 

on Route 5S. It’s a little confusing so we recommend using our GPS readings listed below.  

 

 

 



GPS readings: 

 Start: The Canalway Trail out of Herkimer: 

  N 43˚ 00.872’ 

  W 074˚ 59.607’ 

   

 Fort Herkimer Church: 

  N 43˚ 01.095’ 

  W 074˚ 57.292’ 

 

 Finish: Little Falls 

  N 43˚ 02.145’ 

  W 074˚ 51.728’   

 

Special cautions:  

 (2020 update- rumor has it that you no longer have to take Bike Route 5 in Little 

Falls because the trail from Herkimer Church has been extended.  We cannot verify this, 

but we are planning to ride it later this year and we’ll change this write-up once it is 

verified.) 

 Bike Route 5 takes you for about 5 miles on the Route 5S shoulder. It is a wide state bike 

trail, but use caution, especially at intersections.     

 

Facilities: 

 Find necessary facilities at both ends of this segment.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway Trail, Tips 

and advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on the link- 

https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while biking 

all 366 miles of the Canalway Trail. 

https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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