
Genesee Valley Greenway - Western NY 
Nearest Towns: Rochester and Scottsville, NY 

County: Monroe 

A 10 mile down and back trail – 20 miles total 
 

 
 

General description: 

Starting in the City of Rochester you will head south on an old railroad and canal bed down to the Village of 

Scottsville. Enjoy a picnic and return. 

 

Surface and bike style: 

The trail starts out paved for a couple of miles. Then around Mile 2 it currently puts you out onto Route 383 and 

251 for about 1 mile. (We don’t like to put you out a highway, but that’s a short link of the trail and it does have a 

decent shoulder to ride on.) After that you will be on hard packed dirt, stone, ash or gravel for the remaining 7 

miles. You will be happy with a hybrid or mountain style bike. You will NOT be happy with a road bike. 
 

Elevation change:   

This is basically a flat trail. 
 

What you may see: 

Once you leave the initial river area you will ride through forests, wide open cornfields and great countryside. The 

old rail bed makes an excellent wildlife corridor since the trees and bushes have grown up on each side. The 

remnants of the old canal provide a water source along the trail. And where you find water and habitat you find 

wildlife. Watch for deer, woodchucks, chipmunks and a host of song birds. 
 

How to get there: 

Physical address: Start at 131 Elmwood Avenue, Rochester, NY at Genesee Valley Park. 

Directions: From I-90 (NY State Thruway) take Exit 46 (Rochester) and follow Route 390 north for about 8.4 

miles and take Exit 17 Scottsville Road (NY 383). Turn left and follow it about 0.4 miles and bear right onto 

Elmwood. Follow it about 0.2 miles and turn right into the skating rink and pool area of Genesee Valley Park. 

Park toward the back near the Genesee Waterways Center. The trail starts there. 
 

 
 



GPS readings: 

Parking area:  N 43° 07.399’   W 077° 38.185’ 

Trailhead: Be sure to follow signs for the Genesee Valley Greenway, not the Genesee Riverway Trail, although 

they do run together for a distance. You’ll figure it out. Just read the map and head south. ☺ 

N 43° 07.370’    W 077° 38.178’ 

Canawaugus Park in Scottsville: 

N 43° 01.095’    W 077° 44.870’ 
 

Special attraction: 

This trail started out as a canal in 1840. At about the 6.5-mile mark there is an old canal lock that was built in 

1839 as a part of the Genesee Valley Canal. At that time, it cost about $18,250 to build it and it still stands today. 

Take a break here and learn much more about the canal and railroad bed you are riding. 
 

 
 

Caution: 

The road section of the trail between Miles 2 and 3 may not be suitable for children or irresponsible adults to 

travel. In that case you may want to explore the trail from the Scottsville end. 

This is a multi-use trail including pedestrians, bikes and horses. Please have respect and follow proper trail 

protocols when encountering each other. 
 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

Open year round from 6 am to 10 pm. There are no fees. There should be adequate parking at both ends of this 

segment of the Genesee Valley Greenway. There is very limited parking at other, crossroads, access areas along 

the trail. 
 

Facilities: 

In season there may be a portable restroom at the initial trailhead. There are picnic tables at Canawaugus Park, but 

no restrooms. No other facilities along the trail. 
 

Nearby attractions: 

The Greater Rochester area offers museums, parks and gardens, great shopping and dining. Contact 

www.VisitRochester.com in advance or just explore when you get there. 
 

What we found: 

This is a great trail. Once you get past that road section it’s a great off-road ride. The 20 mile down and back ride 

was plenty for us. We write “outdoor books for ordinary people.” Great scenery, good exercise and we still made 

it back in plenty of time to enjoy our evening activities. 
 

Where to stay: 

Anywhere in the Greater Rochester area. 
 

 

 

http://www.visitrochester.com/


Special tale: 

We were fascinated about the story that this was once a canal trail in the 1840’s. Then the railroad put its tracks 

over the old towpath and now it’s a bike trail. It’s a piece of American history telling the story of the evolution of 

transportation in New York State. 

 

As long as you are in the area: 

The Genesee Valley Greenway currently continues south for about 27 more miles if you want to explore it to Mt. 

Morris. Future plans are to finish this old rail-to-trail for a total of about 90 miles.  Stay tuned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/finger-

lakes/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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