
Erie Canalway Segment 

Fairport to Palmyra  

Counties: Monroe and Wayne 

Distance: Call it 11 miles 

Between two great “canal towns”  

 

General description: 

 Just enjoy this few miles of country between two great “canal towns” that were built and 

thrived along the Erie Canal. 

 

Surface:  

 Stone dust all the way. 

 

Elevation change:  

 Essentially flat 

  

What you may see: 

 Just enjoy the quiet and solitude of the country as you pass along corn fields and farms on 

your way.  

 “Lift bridges” replaced the original fixed, low bridges which coined the phrase “low 

bridge, everybody down” made famous in the original Erie Canal song. You have already passed 

by several of them in the local canal towns, but the one in Fairport is unique. It slopes. That’s to 

accommodate the difference in the height of the two banks on either side of the canal.      

 

How to get there: 

 

 Physical address: 

  Start: Fairport, NY 

 

  Finish: Palmyra, NY 

 

Special attraction: 

 Aldridge Change Bridge 

  This bridge allowed mules drawing canal boats to cross the canal and continue 

without being unhitched. Okay, we’ve been to the bridge, looked at it, and tried to figure out how 

it all worked. But we still don’t have much of a clue. But I am “spacial relations challenged.” ☺ 

 But it is in the Palmyra-Macedon Aqueduct Park and here are the coordinates. Maybe 

you can figure it out.☺ 

 N 43˚ 03.854’ 

 W 077˚ 14.863’ 

  

  



Special cautions: 

 Just enjoy this rural segment of the canal towpath. There are no major intersections and 

life is good. Maybe watch out for a few geese on the trail, but that’s about it.   

  

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 Parking is available in Fairport, Macedon and Palmyra.  

 

Facilities: 

 Find most facilities at either end of this Fairport to Palmyra segment. Not much in 

between.☺ 

 

What we found: 

 As we said, just enjoy this rural few miles. New York is not all “city.” 

 

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway Trail, Tips 

and advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on the link- 

https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while biking 

all 366 miles of the Canalway Trail. 

https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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