
Fairhaven to Cato Trail 

AKA Cayuga County Trail  

County: Cayuga 

Nearest Towns:  Fairport and Cato, NY: 

A 14-mile old railbed trail  

 

 
 

General description: 

 This is a segment of the old Hojack Railroad System that once brought coal from 

Pennsylvania to Lake Ontario for shipment to the Great Lakes ports and elsewhere. It is a 14-

mile segment; one way.   

 

Surface and bike style: 

This trail is generally maintained by ATV clubs, but it is always still open to hikers and 

mountain bikers. Expect a little of everything from dirt and gravel to grass to crushed cinders. A 

mountain bike will serve you best, but a hybrid will be fine. Just be careful around loose gravel 

or mud. The trail is smooth and great in some places and rough in others. 

 

  
 

Elevation changes: 

 As an old railbed, it is generally flat with some minor elevation changes.  

  

What you may see: 

 The trail traverses through woodlands, open fields and swamps. The scenery is diverse 

and interesting, although you may want to pay more attention to the trail conditions. But you can 

always stop along the way to take a break and enjoy the scenery. You may even see some of this 

area’s wildlife along the way.    

 

How to get there: 

 

 Physical address in Fairhaven: 

  To start in Fairhaven, try entering the address at 14432 Fair Haven Road, 

Fairhaven, NY. 



 Directions: 

  From I-81 north of Syracuse take Exit 29N and follow State Route 481 toward 

Oswego for about 20.6 miles. Turn left onto Route 3 and follow it about 12 miles to Route 104A. 

Turn left onto Route 104A and follow it 4.2 miles into to the Village of Fairport and turn left 

onto Fair Haven Road. In less than 1/10th of a mile you will find the trail access, across from the 

Fair Haven Fire Station, just to the left of a small red building. 

 

 
 

 Physical address in Cato: 

  To start in Cato, NY enter the address 2487 West Main Street, Cato, NY  

  

GPS readings: 

 Fairhaven Trailhead: 

  N 43˚18.935’ 

  W 076˚42.077’ 

 

 Intersection with the Hojack Trail, 1.65 miles down from Fairhaven at Sterling Station: 

1422 Sterling Station Road, Sterling, NY 

  N 43˚18.211’ 

  W 076˚40.429’ 

  From here, continue straight to head for Cato. 

 

 Cato Trailhead: 

  N 43˚10.085’ 

  W 076˚34.563’ 

 

Special attraction: 

 The trailhead in Cato is at an old train station turned into local government offices. There 

is a nice gazebo there to rest and have a picnic.  

 

Special cautions: 

 This is a multi-use trail, so expect pedestrians, bikes and horses on this trail. Portions of 

the trail may be open to ATV’s and snowmobiles. Expect anything, but enjoy the trail on your 

own.  

 Know your own limitations. A round trip of 28 off-road miles is too much for most 

people. Do it in segments to be sure you can handle it safely.   

   

 

 

 

 



Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 Open year-round during daylight hours. There are no fees and parking for several 

vehicles is available at the Cato trailhead. We found reasonable parking at the Fairhaven location 

across the street from the trailhead at the firehouse grounds. Just be sure not to block any access 

to or from the firehouse.  

  

Facilities: 

 None 

 

What we found: 

 As of this posting we have only explored the Fairhaven area but expect to explore the 

Cato segment soon. We’ll keep you posted.  

 

Special tale: 

 The Hojack Rail System consists of several segments in the Central NY area. This is just 

one of those segments. So now, some of those segments are locally known as The Cayuga 

County Trail. 

 

 

 

 
Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/finger-lakes/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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