
Erie Canalway Segment 

Dewitt to Kirkville Road 

County: Onondaga 

Distance: About 6 miles 

This is the start of the Old Erie Canal State Park  

 

 
 

General description: 

 The Old Erie Canal State Park is a 36-mile linear park you can hike or bike along the old towpath 

trails. This is the first segment of it as you head east out of the Syracuse area from Dewitt, NY (East 

Syracuse).  

 

Surface: 

 Stone dust or light gravel 

 

Elevation change: 

 Starting at about 500 feet above sea level you will notice very little change in elevation on this 

stretch of trail 

  

What you may see: 

 There are several landmarks of interest along this stretch of trail. Immediately upon starting the 

trail you will encounter the Butternut Creek Aqueduct which carried the Erie Canal over Butternut Creek 

below. About .5 miles out you will see an iron bridge which will take you to Cedar Bay Park with 

restrooms, a picnic and playground area, alternate parking and a canoe/kayak launch site. At about 2.5 

miles you will see the Limestone Creek Aqueduct with Limestone Creek rushing below. Around the 4.3 

mile mark you will see a wooden bridge that will take you to Green Lakes State Park where you will find 

cabins, campsites and much to see and do. The Green Lakes are an interesting geological phenomenon.     

 

 
 



How to get there: 

 Physical address:  

  Butternut Drive, Syracuse, NY – Cross street – Kinne Road  

   

 Directions: 

  From I-81 south of Syracuse take Exit 16 (I-481 North) and follow it 4.6 miles and take 

Exit 3W toward Dewitt. Follow Route 5 West for about .8 miles and turn right onto Kinne Road. Follow 

Kinne Road for .8 miles and turn left onto Butternut Drive. The parking area and trail will be on your 

immediate right.  

 

 
 

GPS readings: 

 Start and Butternut Creek Aqueduct: 

  N 43° 02.678’ 

  W 076° 03.039’ 

 

 Iron Bridge to Cedar Bay Park: 

  N 43° 02.643’ 

  W 076° 02.307’ 

 

 Limestone Creek Aqueduct: 

  N 43° 02.650’ 

  W 076° 00.630’ 

 

 Wooden Bridge to Green Lakes State Park: 

  N 43° 03.657’ 

  W075° 58.064’ 

 

 Kirkville Road: 

  N 43° 04.196’ 

  W 075° 56.972’ 

 

Special attractions: 

 The Aqueducts 

 

Special cautions: 

 This is a multiple use trail open to hikers, bikers and equestrians and even snowmobiles in winter. 

 The trail crosses several main roadways. Use caution as you approach and cross.   

  

 



Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 Open year round for hiking or biking when clear. The park closes at dusk. There are generally no 

fees along this segment of the Erie Canal park. There MAY be an entrance fee to Green Lakes State Park, 

in season. 

   

Time: 

 Take your time and enjoy the sights and sounds along the way. Explore whatever you want. 

   

Facilities: 

 At Ryder Park .1 miles north of the start on Butternut Drive, behind the Dewitt Town Hall 

  

What we found: 

 This is a very nice stretch of the Erie Canal Trail. Do it as a down and back 12-mile outing or as a 

part of the whole 400-mile, one-way trail. We have done it both ways and it is always fun. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway Trail, Tips and advice 

for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on the link- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while biking all 366 

miles of the Canalway Trail. https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website-https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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