
Erie Canalway Segment 

From Clyde to Montezuma 

Counties: Wayne and Cayuga 

Decision Time!  

 

 
 

 We have given you some tips and guidance on your trek from Buffalo to Albany along 

the Erie Canalway Trail up to this point and we hope they have helped you. But now is why you 

paid the big bucks for this booklet. The decision you make as you leave the quiet little village of 

Clyde is a critical one for your interest and enjoyment of your trip.  

 There are three alternatives at this point for continuing your trip east toward Albany. We 

have explored all three, and we will give you the facts and our opinions on each route.   

 

Option #1 – Stay on Bike Route 5 for many more miles until you reach Montezuma 

 Not exciting, but quite functional. We weren’t crazy about the on-road riding and gradual 

hills, a section of close-in riding on the shoulder to cross the Montezuma Swamp, but we hustled 

and survived to tell this tale. ☺   

 

 

Option #2 – Take a side trip down to Waterloo and Seneca falls, NY and continue east from 

there. 

 This is an alternative route in the map book we recommended you get from NYS Parks 

and Trails. It takes an alternative route of mostly back roads down to Seneca Falls, NY which is 

the home of the Women’s Suffrage Movement in America. If you have an interest in such things 

there are a couple of museums dedicated to that era. There are motels, restaurants, etc in that 

village as well.  

 But, essentially you will be heading south for several miles, arriving at the village, and 

then having to ride back north to get back to the main Erie Canalway Trail to head east toward 

Albany.  

 

 

Option #3 -  Take Tyre Road out of Clyde down to Armitage Road and beyond 

 We didn’t really want to take this route. It is on narrow country roads, but with very little 

traffic and it is a pretty ride. But, if we were going to write this book we had to try it. From the 

map it looks like Tyre Road is “right there”. It’s there alright but via a circuitous and not well 

marked route, but we made it. ( Hint: Follow signs to Lock 26.)  

 It was fine for a while on flat country roads, but then we hit hills. And more hills. And 

just when we thought we should be good, more hills! And that was several days into our Erie 

Canal trek and we were already tired. Our destination that day was Weedsport and when we got 

there we just “crashed” onto our beds.       

 

 



Your choice: 

 That’s the most honest assessment we can give you of our experiences. Choose the 

alternative that best meets your goals on this great trip.  

 

GPS reading: 

 Montezuma: 

  N 43˚ 01.012’ 

  W 076˚ 42.518’ 

   448 Feet above sea level  

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway Trail, Tips 

and advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on the link- 

https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while biking 

all 366 miles of the Canalway Trail. 

https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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