
Erie Canalway Segment 

 Canastota to Rome 

Counties: Madison and Oneida 

Distance: About 20 miles 

You can do shorter segments of this trail if you want  

 

 
 

General description: 

 Just enjoy this ride through rural New York.  

 

Surface: 

 You will have mostly stone dust trails, with a couple of on-road segments as well 

as paved trails. City streets in Rome. 

 
Elevation change: 

 You won’t notice any real changes in elevation even though the canal is going 

downhill toward Albany.  

   

What you may see: 

 Walking your bike across Lock 21 on the narrow walkway is interesting. 

  

Trail note: 

 Although the history of this Fort is interesting, watch your trail markers very 

carefully and have your maps handy as you leave the Fort area. The trail goes on city 

streets and through a major intersection of roadways which can be confusing. (We’ve had 

trouble there twice).  But work your way through it and turn left after the underpass and 

watch for Canalway Trail markers. (If you get lost, just ask a local person. That’s what 

we did.)  ☺ 

 

In Rome, the marked Canalway Trail routes you through the grounds of Fort Stanwix. 

Interesting history.  

 

How to get there: 

 Physical address: 

  Start: Canastota, NY 

 

  Finish: Old Erie Canal Village at the end of the trail 

5789 New London Road 

Routes 46 and 49 

Rome, NY 13440 

 

 



 

Trail notes: 

 You will cross the canal in Durhamville, and it can be confusing. Watch the signs 

carefully. And, you will cross the canal again at State Bridge, twice. Again, watch the 

signs.  

 

 Just past Stacy Basin you will turn left and head down Lock Road to Lock 21. 

Here you will have to cross the actual lock. Walk your bike. Across the lock, turn right to 

continue on to Rome. It will give you a great view of a modern lock. 

 Then it’s a paved trail on into Rome.  

  

GPS reading: 

 The only GPS reading you should need on this segment is the one to the Old Erie 

Canal Village at the end of the trail in Rome. Although much of the trail parallels Route 

46, this GPS marks the end of the trail before you go on to the streets of Rome. But they 

are still marked with Canalway signs.  

 N 43˚ 13.585’ 

 N 075˚ 30.106’ 

 

Special attraction: 

 The Erie Canal Village has been a major attraction at the end of the trail as you 

enter Rome. It’s where the Erie Canal broke ground in 1817. It was flat ground and didn’t 

need any locks for many miles in either direction, so progress was made quickly. 

 As of this writing, the future of the Erie Canal Village attraction is uncertain. It 

may, or may not, be a viable attraction in the future.  

  

Facilities: 

 Find any facilities you may need in the villages along this route.  

 

What we found: 

 As we have noted in our Trail Notes, we had a couple of mild challenges along 

this route regarding directions. But between the maps and our GPS we worked through 

them. And so can you. After all, it IS an adventure!  

 

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway 

Trail, Tips and advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on 

the link- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while 

biking all 366 miles of the Canalway Trail. 

https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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