
Canalway Trail - Champlain 
County: Saratoga   

Nearest community: Waterford, NY 

A 2.8-mile, easy round trip 
 

 
 

General description: 

 It’s all very flat. It’s a trip from the Waterford Visitors Center to the Canalway Trail at Waterford. Most 

of it is very level, flat and easy. Leaving the Visitors Center, you’ll ride back city streets for about ½ mile 

to get to the Old Champlain Canal towpath. Then it’s a nice easy ride along the remnants of that old canal, 

and return.     
 

Surface and bike style: 

 The city streets are – city streets. Then, crushed stone is the way we would describe the towpath trail. 

A hybrid or mountain bike will do just fine.  
 

What you may see: 

 Wildlife abounds on this little used trail. The water along the old canal draws water birds and the trail-

sides promote a variety of wildflowers. There are a couple of interpretive markers along the trail describing 

what “canal life” was like – back when boats were made of wood and men were made of steel. ☺! 
 

  
 

How to get there: 

 To the Visitors Center Parking Lot; 

 From I-87, take Exit 9 and follow Rte. 146 east toward Half Moon and Mechanicville for about 2.9 

miles. Turn right onto Upper Newtown Rd. and follow it 2.9 miles to Rte. 4/32 south. Turn right onto Rte. 

4/32 and follow it 5.4 miles to a traffic light in Waterford. At that point Rte. 32 goes right, but you go left 

following Rte. 4 south, but only for two blocks. Then, turn right onto Second St. and follow it down about 

.3 miles. Don’t go over the bridge! Just before the bridge, turn right into the parking area of the Waterford 

Harbor Visitors Center. You can park there.  

 Then, some signs for the Bike Route and Canalway Trail seem to be missing so we’ll give you explicit 

directions to reach the trail.  

  



Go back out of the Visitors Center and turn left onto Second St. for a block, and turn left onto South St. for 

2-3 blocks and turn right onto 4th St. Go one block and turn left onto Middle St. Go one block on Middle 

St. to the end and turn right onto 5th St. (Yes, you will be going the wrong way on 5th St. - just do it.) Go 

one block on 5th St. and cross a main road at Broad St. The Canalway Trail begins as soon as you get across. 

Then, enjoy the Canalway Trail for a mile up and a mile back.  
 

 
 

GPS readings: 

 Visitors Center parking area: 

 N 42° 47.241’ 

 W 073° 40.740’ 

 Trailhead at 5th and Broad: 

 N 42° 47.463’ 

 W 073° 40.830’ 

 Lock 5 turnaround: 

 N 42° 48.371’ 

 W 073° 40.583’  
 

Special attraction: 

 When you get back to the intersection of 5th and Broad St., cross it and bear right toward Lock 2 of the 

Erie Canal. It’s a pretty little park where the Old Champlain Canal joins the Mohawk River. Spend some 

time there and ask the Lockmaster if there will be any boats “locking through” in the near future. It’s a great 

sight to see as boats are lowered or raised by this great lock. 
     

 
 

Cautions: 

 You’re in a city at the beginning and end. Watch for things that are moving and are bigger than you 

(aka cars and trucks).  

 We don’t suggest that you go past Lock 5, even though the trail continues. It climbs for a short distance 

on heavy gravel, but then all you get is a great view of the industrial areas that you “go back to nature” to 

avoid.  

 Bug spray if you intend to stop for very long in summer.    
 

 



Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 Open year-round during daylight hours. There are no fees and there is generally adequate parking at 

the Visitors Center.  

Facilities: 

 In the summer season, there are restrooms and showers at the Visitors Center. Check with the volunteer.  
   

What we found: 

 This is a relatively short trail, but a fun one to find and explore. It was actually the start of the original 

Champlain Canal designed to connect the Mohawk River with Lake Champlain. This section of the 

Champlain Canal and Lock 5 were actually completed in 1822 (…about the same year that Mike was born 

we think -- even if the year is off, he’s still pretty old.)   
 

 
  

Special tale: 

 Take some time at the end of your ride to throw out a blanket on the lawn of the Visitors Center and 

enjoy the breeze, perhaps a picnic and the view of the Mohawk River. You can even camp there overnight 

if you are so inclined. Check with the volunteer on duty for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/finger-lakes/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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