
Camp Santanoni 
Nearest community: Newcomb, NY 

County: Essex 

4.5 miles into a Great Camp, 9 miles total  
 

 

General description: 

 Great Camps were summer homes for rich people in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. This is one of 

the last great examples. It is a 4.5-mile bike ride into the main camp and you will return on the same road 

after a picnic lunch and some fishing. We rate it as a moderate trail. (See What we found☺) 
 

Surface and bike style: 

 This is a double-track road that you may be sharing with hikers, an occasional DEC truck and, on the 

day we went, a large horse-drawn wagon that carried some senior citizens to the Camp. It is a bit rough in 

places with stones and washouts, but very passable. You will be happiest with a mountain style bike with 

front-end shocks. But, it could be done with a hybrid. Leave your road bike at home. 
 

What you may see: 

 This is a nice ride through dense Adirondack Forest. About a mile in, you will pass the old farm 

buildings. Nearly 200 acres of forest were cleared to make a self-sustaining farm on the property. 
 

  

 
 

 Continue on, and you will come to Newcomb Lake and the Great Camp buildings. You will see great 

views of Newcomb Lake and the surrounding mountains. 
 

How to get there: 

 From I-87, take Exit 26 and follow the signs “To Route 9” for a short distance. Turn right onto Route 

9 north and follow it .2 miles. Turn left in front of the Wells Hotel onto the Olmsteadville Road. 

 Follow that road for about 7.8 miles to a T-intersection with Route 28N. (Along the way it will turn 

into Essex County Route 29.) Turn right and head west on Route 28N. (Now, check your mileage.) Follow 

it for about 21.8 miles and turn right onto the Newcomb Lake Road. Follow it straight in. The pavement 

ends, but follow it in, across the bridge, for about .4 miles to the parking areas and trailhead. 
 

GPS readings: 

 Parking area:                                 Trailhead: 

 N 43 58.350’                         N 43 58.388 

 W 074 09.793’                     W 074 09.836 

 Great Camp: 

 N 44 00.735’ 

 W 074 07.852’ 
 

Cautions: 

 This road can be rough in places. Hang onto those handlebars on both the uphill and downhill portions 

of this trail.  

 We strongly suggest that you be in reasonably good physical condition and have some solid biking 

skills before attempting this trail.   



 Blackflies: We did this trail in mid-June and the blackflies would have carried us off if we had not been 

prepared with bug spray. Do it after July 4th (and even then, be prepared.) 

 Be sure to sign in and out at the kiosk so authorities will know you went in there. It is not patrolled 

everyday.   

 

Special attraction: 

 The Great Camp buildings and view. 
 

  

 
 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 This trail is open year-round during daylight hours. There are no fees, but donations are appreciated. 

There is plenty of parking near the trailhead. 
 

Time: 

 We didn’t set any records on this trail, but an hour in and an hour out would be reasonable. But, this is 

the kind of trail where you bring a picnic lunch and maybe a fishing rod, and spend a leisurely day exploring 

this great area.  
 

Facilities: 

 At the beginning, and end, we found “toilets.” Well, they were really outhouses, but that’s better than 

nothing. 

 We also found a picnic table and barbecue at the parking area. There are picnic tables at both the farm 

and the Great Camp and a couple near the lake. Enjoy! 
 

What we found: 

 Most mountain biking brochures would find this trail to be “easy.” Well… our standards are different. 

You’ll huff and puff on your way into the camp, and you’ll hit speeds of up to 15 miles an hour, on rocky 

and washed out roads, on your way in and out. We actually think it is uphill both ways!  

 Anyway, it is a great trail. It just takes a little bit of effort to complete. Take it slow. There is no race! 

 But, it is a great ride and great scenery, especially at the bridge that crosses Newcomb Lake and at the 

Camp. 
 

Special tale: 

 Great Adirondack Camps were working farms and self-contained complexes, often consisting of 

thousands of acres. They were, in effect, summer camps for the rich. It was thought that polio and other 

diseases were bred in the cities during the summer months, so wealthy people retreated with their families 

to the Adirondacks for a more healthful environment. We think their theories might have been a little off 

on the diseases, but why NOT retreat to the Adirondacks, summer or winter, to avoid the hassles of any 

city? 

 

 
Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/lake-

george/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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