
Erie Canalway Segment 

Camillus to Dewitt 

County: Onondaga 

Distance: About 13 miles 

The “Syracuse Gap”  

 

General description: 

 Although the Erie Canal originally went into downtown Syracuse, subsequent changes to 

the canal system made the original route obsolete. In downtown Syracuse the canal was filled in 

and paved over and is now known as Erie Boulevard, a main thoroughfare through Syracuse with 

heavy traffic.  

 So, you are in Camillus, NY at the end of the stone dust trail, just past the Nine Mile 

Aqueduct. Your goal is to traverse the City of Syracuse safely on a bicycle and make your way 

to Dewitt where you will pick up the Erie Canal State Park and back to the much safer stone dust 

trail along the canal to continue your journey east.  

 And it is our job to get you there, as safely as possible.  

 

Surface: 

 No matter how we route you, you are about to go onto roadways and city streets.  

 

Elevation change: 

 Some elevation changes, especially east of downtown Syracuse toward Fayetteville.   

  

What you may see: 

  By our standards, the only major Erie Canal attraction you must see is the Erie Canal 

Museum in downtown Syracuse. It is housed in the original 1850 “weighlock” building where 

canal boats were actually physically weighed and the tolls assessed. It has many interesting 

exhibits. And it is located on…. Erie Boulevard! Right downtown.   

 

 
    

How to get there: 

Physical address: 

  Erie Canal Museum 

  318 Erie Boulevard E. 

  Syracuse, NY  

 



   
Directions: 

 Start: 

  In Camillus: 

  Your journey into the City of Syracuse starts at the end of the stone dust trail in 

Camillus. Cross the highway and you will be at Reed Webster Park There is plenty of parking 

there. But if you are just coming off the stone dust trail don’t cross the road. Turn right and 

follow Route 273 (Warners Road) about 1.9 miles toward Fairmount. But before Fairmount you 

will turn left onto Route 297 (Milton Avenue). 

  After a couple of miles, you will find yourself in Solvay, NY and when Rte. 297 

goes left, DON’T TAKE IT! Continue straight on Milton Avenue. Continue on to W. Genesee 

Street and continue heading east into downtown Syracuse.  

 

Trail note: 

  It is very easy to take a wrong turn along this route. So we strongly recommend 

that you enter the address of the Erie Canal Museum and/or the GPS of the museum into your 

GPS or your phone so you can recover quickly if you take a wrong turn.  

  That’s the voice of experience talking.☺ 

 

 Finish: 

  After the museum you can travel a couple of blocks south and pick up East 

Fayette Street toward Fayetteville. Your ultimate goal will be the Erie Canal State Park located at 

Butternut Drive and Kinne Road in Dewitt (East Syracuse). It’s about 7.5 miles.  

  Take East Fayette Street out several miles to the intersection with Route 5 – yea, 

that’s Erie Boulevard again.  Turn left. This is a very dangerous intersection! Follow Route 

5 down for about .7 miles and turn right onto Kinne Road. Follow it a mile or so and turn left 

onto Butternut Drive. The Erie Canal State Park is right there on your right.  

  Celebrate having made it safely through the City of Syracuse!  

  

 GPS readings: 

 Start: 

  End of trail at Warners Road: 

   See previous page 

 

 Erie Canal Museum in downtown Syracuse: 

  N 43˚ 03.037’ 

  W 076˚ 08.907’ 

 

 Finish: 

  Erie Canal State Park: 

  N 43˚ 02.678’ 

  W 076˚ 03.039’ 

 

 



Museum: 

 The Erie Canal Museum hosts many Erie Canal exhibits. Perhaps the best is a full size 

replica of an Erie Canal boat.  And all of the exhibits give you a feel for what canal life was like 

in the 1800’s and beyond.  

 According to the material we have at this writing, they are generally open Monday 

through Saturday: 10 am to 5 pm and on Sundays (The day we recommend you traverse 

Syracuse) from 10 am to 3 pm. They are closed on New Years Day, Easter Sunday, 

Independence Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. If you get lost or need more information you 

can call them at: 315-471-0593. 

 

Special caution: 

 This 13-mile segment through Syracuse is perhaps the single most dangerous part of your 

journey along the 366-mile Canalway Trail. We highly recommend you do it on a Sunday when 

traffic is very light in the city. GPS and phone resources, flashing tail lights and extreme 

observation and vigilance are all highly recommended.  

  

Special tale: 

 We researched and researched to find the best way to get you, and us, through the City of 

Syracuse. We found that various groups have tried to recommend an “easy” way through the city 

for many, many years.  

 We even found a more recent report titled Erie Canalway Trail, Syracuse Connector 

Route Project put out by the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council dated June 2013. It 

was a 31-page document with recommendations and an additional 12 pages of maps with 

suggested routes.  

 So, we have done the best we can for you. Use your GPS or phone and our 

recommendations and you should be just fine. Best wishes for a successful and safe ride.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway Trail, Tips 

and advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on the link- 

https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while biking 

all 366 miles of the Canalway Trail. 

https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 
 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
   

https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/
https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar
https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/
mailto:Roger@RogerFulton.com

