
Erie Canalway Segment 

Downtown Buffalo to Tonawanda 

County: Erie 

Distance: About 13 to 17 miles 

The beginning of your 400-mile trip  

 

General description: 

 Buffalo was the “terminus” of the Erie Canal. This sleepy little town was turned into a “boom town” by 

the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825. It was here that people and goods were transferred from canal “packet 

boats” to Great Lakes sailing and steam ships for travel to the Midwest. The reverse was true for grain and other 

Midwestern products headed for New York City and beyond.       

 

Surface: 

 Currently paved trails and roadways all the way to Tonawanda. 

 

Elevation change:  

 Basically flat to Tonawanda. The actual elevation at Tonawanda is 606 feet above sea level.  

  

What you may see: 

 Before you even get on the Erie Canalway Trail, your first stop should be to take a historical water 

cruise aboard one of the Miss Buffalo cruise boats.  That tour provides the history of Buffalo’s development as 

the terminus of the Erie Canal and passes by historic sites from grain elevators to the great basin where boats 

and ships exchanged cargoes and people. See below for detailed information on the Miss Buffalo cruises.      

 Once on the Erie Canal/South Shore Trail you will pass along great water views of Lake Erie and the 

Niagara River. You will pass through quaint parks and residential areas on your way to Tonawanda. 

 

How to get there: 

 

 Physical address: 

  Start: After your cruise, the actual trail will start on the end of the Naval Park area at the corner 

of Lakefront Boulevard and Erie Street. 

 

 
   

 Directions: 

  Start: You will be starting in Downtown Buffalo adjacent to the Naval Park area. If you follow 

directions by GPS to the Miss Buffalo address listed below it will serve you well.   

 

  Finish: Downtown Tonawanda. You will see a “Gateway” to the Erie Canal in downtown.  



 
 

Trail note: 

 The first few miles of this segment of the Erie Canalway Trail alternate between very nice paved trails 

along waterways, and inner city streets, primarily Niagara Street in Buffalo. If you are not comfortable 

travelling on city streets we have developed an alternative route to avoid that segment. 

 We discovered a cute little park called Towpath Park along the South Shore Trail about 4.3 miles from 

the start point of the Erie Canalway Trail. Leaving from that trailhead and heading to Tonawanda may be more 

comfortable for some travelers. It is at the end of Hertel Avenue. The cross street is Niagara Street in Buffalo.  

   

GPS readings: 

  Start: From the Naval Park Area 

   N 42° 52.853’ 

   W 078° 52.861’ 

 

  Start From Towpath Park: 

   N 42° 56.378’ 

   W 078° 54.510’  

    

  Finish: Tonawanda’s Gateway Harbor 

   N 42° 01.264’ 

   W 078° 52.688’ 

 

Special attractions: 

 

Boat ride: 

 Miss Buffalo Harbor Cruises 

 329 Erie Street 

 Buffalo, NY 14202 

 716-856-6696 

 www.buffaloharborcruises.com 

 Historic cruises about the Erie Canal 

 

 
 

 Buffalo Naval and Military Park 

http://www.buffaloharborcruises.com/


  You will be right there so take some time to walk along the trails of this park. It explains the 

history of the Erie Canal through interpretive markers and has displays of naval ships you can actually board. 

(Some fees may be involved.) But the walking trails and interpretive markers are free.    

 

 
 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 This is a three-season destination. There is free parking for the Miss Buffalo tours on weekends and 

nights for your cruise. Any other time there are numerous parking lots in downtown Buffalo. All require some 

form of fees.  

 

Additional parking areas: 

 There MAY be a few free parking spaces near the start of the trail but don’t rely on them. 

 In Tonawanda, parking is street-side or in designated public lots and is generally free.  

  

Facilities: 

 You will find restaurants and vendors at and adjacent to the Military Park and the Miss Buffalo cruise 

location. You will find picnic tables and pavilions along the river route to Tonawanda. 

 

Restrooms: 

 You will find restrooms near the Miss Buffalo cruise line area and several others at parks along the river 

route to Tonawanda. 

 

What we found: 

 In 2015 we enjoyed the first couple of miles of the trip through the residential and park areas along the 

river. But then we hit construction and detours near the Peace Bridge which goes to Canada. Probably security 

related and only temporary, but you may want to backtrack if it is still going on. Then, just re-start at Towpath 

Park as listed in the Trail Note listed above. 

 Overall, this is a nice, easy and very pleasant ride into Tonawanda.    

 

Special tale: 

 Your co-author Roger Fulton was born in Buffalo, NY and raised in the suburbs nearby. So, it was fun 

to “go home” for the start of this exciting adventure.   

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway Trail, Tips and advice for 

your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on the link- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway, check out our blog from 2015, where we talk about biking all 366 miles of the 

Canalway. https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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