
Boonville Black River Canal Trail  

County: Oneida 

Nearest Town: Boonville, NY  

Up to 13 miles along an old canal 

 

 
 

General description: 

 This is a 6.5-mile, off-road trail along an old canal path. Although the elevation change is 

not great, it is a demanding trail. If you can handle the whole 13 miles, we suggest you head 

uphill from Pixley Falls State Park and travel 6.5 miles into Boonville. There you can enjoy the 

museum, a bite to eat and head back 6.5 miles to the park.  

 Or, start at either end a go as far as you want. You’ll return on the same towpath, whether 

you go a mile or 6.5.      

 

 
 

Surface and bike style: 

 The surface of this trail is mostly grass, But, make no mistake, it is a demanding trail. On 

one section you will encounter “tree roots” to traverse. Throw in some bridges and mud and you 

will be happiest with a good mountain bike. But we did it on hybrids.  Just take it slow and easy 

for a great outing.  

  

Elevation changes: 

 From the picnic pavilion at Pixley Falls State Park the canal trail passes numerous 

“locks” that were designed to raise canal boats in increments of about 15 feet each. So our GPS 

told us that you will go up about 254 feet over the 6.5 mile trek to Boonville. The steepest trek is 

right out of Pixley Falls. But we promise you the return trip downstream will be much easier. ☺  

 

What you may see: 

 Get away from it all and pass back into history on this trek. The history of the Black 

River Canal (1837-1922) is fascinating and it was an engineering marvel of its time. Along the 

way you will bike past many old locks of that canal system, through wonderful wooded areas 

and even encounter a “Whipple” bridge along the way. The wildlife along the trail is a bonus!  

 



 
  

How to get there: 

 Physical address (s): 

  Pixley Falls State Park, 11430 State Route 46, Boonville, NY 

  Start of the Canal Walking Trail, Routes 12 and 12D in Boonville, NY 

 Directions: 

  From I-90 (NYS Thruway) take Exit 31 (Utica). Follow the signs “To 12” and 

eventually Route 12 north for about 30 miles to the Village of Boonville. 

   

GPS readings: 

 Picnic pavilion at Pixley Falls State Park: 

  N 43° 24.160’ 

  W 075° 20.611’ 

 Parking in Erwin Park in Boonville: 

  N 43° 28.990’ 

  W 075° 19.673’ 

 

 Boonville trailhead at Rtes 12 and 12D: (At a Nice N Easy store): 

  N 43° 28.803’ 

  W 075° 19.564’ 

 

Special attraction: 

 The whole concept of this canal engineering feat is fascinating. Add to it the Whipple 

Bridge you will cross and it’s all great history and fun.  

 

Cautions: 

 This is a demanding off-road trail. You should be in reasonably good physical condition 

before attempting it.  

 If you leave from the Erwin Park parking area, be aware that you must cross Route 12 

and head south .2 miles on the wide shoulder of Route 12 to reach the trailhead at Rtes 12 and 

12D. Be aware of traffic on that short stretch of roadway.  

 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 We consider this a three-season biking trail. So, we will recommend the same months of 

access as Pixley Falls State Park. That is open May-October. That way you have access to all of 

their facilities on that end of the trail including parking, picnic facilities and restrooms. It is open 

dawn to dusk. We did not encounter any fees on either end of the trail. There is parking in 

Boonville at Erwin Park on Route 12 and parking at Pixley Falls State Park.   

 

Facilities: 

 Pixley Falls State Park has parking, restrooms, picnic facilities, including grills.  

 Boonville is a small village where you can find all types of services. 

   No facilities in between.  



 

Nearby attractions: 

 In Boonville, at the trail’s end is the Boonville Black River Canal Museum. Stop in and 

learn more about this 19th Century marvel that made this area’s goods and services accessible to 

the Erie Canal and available to the rest of the world.  

 Check out the covered bridge at Erwin Park. Another great canal biking trail starts just 

beyond it. 

  

What we found: 

 You heard us; it’s a demanding trail. We normally average about 9 miles an hour on level 

off-road trails. We only averaged about 4 miles an hour on this trail. But we stopped frequently 

to rest. So do the math. Allow two hours up; and two hours back. (less downhill). Take the 

morning ride when you are fresh up to Boonville, the museum, lunch and a couple hours back. 

It’s a great day in the country, great history and a great day of exercise.  Sleep well that night!   

 

Where to stay: 

 Stay in the Boonville area at a couple of motels or bed and breakfasts in the area. 

 

As long as you are in the area: 

 Think about biking the Black River FEEDER Canal Trail. It is a 20-mile Round Trip 

canal trail between Boonville and Forestport, NY. It starts just beyond that covered bridge in 

Erwin Park.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/  

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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