
Black River Trail 
Nearest community: Watertown, NY 

County: Jefferson 

3.5 miles of both paved and unpaved, easy trail;  

7 miles round trip 
 

 
 

General description: 

This trail is an old railroad bed that runs along the Black River.  Most of it is paved, the rest is gravel.  
 

Surface and bike style: 

As of this writing, the first .75 miles of the trail from the Black River trailhead is gravel and only 

suitable for mountain bikes or hybrids. Then it is paved for another 2.75 miles. See additional directions 

for road bike access to this trail. 
 

What you may see: 

You will have wonderful views of the Black River from its rapids to large, still pools. Watch for birds 

and other critters along the banks of the river.   

 

 
 

How to get there: 

From I-81, take Exit 48 east on Rt. 342 for about 6.8 miles. At the intersection of Routes 3 and 342, 

turn left. Go about .4 miles on Rt. 3 and take a small dirt road to the right, just past the “Village of Black 

River” sign. 

You will see a parking area on your right. Park there. Pass through the yellow gate and the trail begins. 

The trail is state park land. The adjacent lands may be privately owned. Please respect the landowners’ 

rights.   
 

If you have a road bike, you will need to access the paved portion of the trail from the other end. At the 

intersection of Rt. 3 and 342, turn right and go 3.6 miles. Turn left onto Huntington St. (just after you enter 

the City of Watertown and cross the bridge). Follow Huntington St. for about 1 mile to the paved trailhead. 

Begin your trip from there (5.5 miles round trip.)     
 

GPS readings: 

Black River Parking Area 

 N 44° 00.194’ 

 W 075° 48.297’ 

Ridge Road Parking Area (The paved end of the trail) 

 N 43° 58.626’ 

 W 075° 51.496’ 

 
 



Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

Open year-round during daylight hours. There are currently no fees. There is adequate parking at both 

trailheads. 
 

Time: 

The unpaved portions will slow you down a bit, but on the paved portions, you can go as fast as you 

like. Enjoy this trail at your own pace.  
 

Facilities: 

There are currently no facilities on this trail. 
 

What we found: 

This is a very nice and scenic trail. Enjoy biking it at your own pace. 
 

Special tale: 

This trail was once a portion of the rail bed of the New York Central Railroad. Imagine the goods and 

people who traveled along this route in the early 20th century. They would have been millionaires enroute 

to their summer homes, as well as paupers looking for a new beginning in the wilderness of the North 

Country. Just imagine it all, as you travel along these tranquil banks.  

Along the trail you will find concrete markers with the dates 1912 and 1913 embedded in them as 

indicators of their time in the history of this trail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-

guides/1000-islands/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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