
Black Diamond Trail 
Nearest community: Ithaca, NY 

County: Tompkins 
 

** You can also find this write up in our Waterfalls book.  

https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/finger-lakes/  
 

What you will see:  

 The Black Diamond Trail is an old railroad bed turned into a very nice, wide stone-dust hiking and 

bicycling trail. It covers about 8 miles from the Taughannock Falls area and ends at the Ithaca Children’s 

Garden.  Along the way, the Black Diamond Trail crosses many deep gorges, and where you find gorges, 

you find waterfalls and cascades. How many waterfalls you find, is dependent on the weather.  But we have 

highlighted four that we have found flowing in late spring.  You’ll find this to be a very pleasant bike ride 

or break out your GPS and hike to the various waterfalls.   
 

                   
 

How to get there: 

Physical Address:  

Taughannock Parking Area on Taughannock Park Road (cross road Jacksonville Road). 

Ithaca Children’s Garden on Cass Park Access Road, Ithaca, NY (cross road Route 89). 

 

 Directions: From I-81, take Exit 12 (Homer/Cortland) and follow Route 281 south for 3.8 miles to 

Route 13. Continue straight and follow Route 13 south for about 21.2 miles. Turn right onto W. Buffalo 

Street and follow the signs for Route 89.  Follow Route 89 north for 9.3 miles. Turn left onto Taughannock 

Park Road for 1.2 miles, then turn left onto Jacksonville Road for 0.1 mile to the parking area on the left.  

 The Ithaca Children’s Garden is located just off of Route 89 as you’re headed north out of Ithaca.  You 

will pass it on your way to Taughannock Falls area.  See the directions above. 
 

GPS readings:  

 Taughannock parking area:  

  N 42˚ 31.910’ W 076˚ 36.954’ 

 

 Ithaca Children’s Garden:  

   N 42˚ 26.836’    W 076˚ 30.879’ 
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 Waterfall at Kraft Road  

    (2.26 miles from Taughannock parking area): 

 N 42˚ 31.167’     W 076˚ 34.551’ 

 

 Small waterfall north of Perry City Road  

    (4.17 miles from Taughannock parking area): 

 N 42˚ 30.118’      W 076˚ 32.867’ 

 

 Waterfall south of Perry City Road  

   (4.7 miles from Taughannock parking area): 

 N 42˚ 29.709’      W 076˚ 32.572’ 

 

 Waterfall at 0.86 miles north of Ithaca Children’s Garden (a nice walk from the Garden) 

 N 42˚ 27.494’       W 076˚ 31.235’ 

  

 
 

Cautions:  

Some of the gorges are very deep so stay on the trail at all times.   

  The elevation change, although very gradual in either direction, is about 450 feet between the 

Taughannock parking area and the Ithaca Children’s Garden. It works well to use two vehicles and bicycle 

south from Taughannock parking area for the 8 miles or just hike into the waterfalls from the roads listed.   
  

Pet friendly?  

All dogs must be leashed and you must pick up after them.  
    

Season, Hours, Fees, Parking:  

  Although the trail is open all year round, your best viewing will be during the spring.  Open during 

daylight hours. No fees. There is parking for a dozen vehicles at the trailhead. There is also limited roadside 

parking on some of the roads listed.  Do not block access to the trail at any location. 
    

Facilities:  

There are no facilities on the trail.  

  

What we found:  

  In addition to the waterfalls listed above, we found several other small waterflows and cascades. We 

have listed four waterfalls here but you will cross many others flowing in the spring time. 

 
 
Check out more details about dozens of others trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/finger-

lakes/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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