
Erie Canalway Segment 

 Amsterdam to Rotterdam Junction and Scotia  

Counties: Montgomery and Schenectady 

Distance: About 11 miles 

Bike Route 5 on Route 5S – Sorry!  

 

General description: 

 A short distance out of Amsterdam the trail ends and you will be on Bike Route 5 

once again along Route 5S. It’s 6-8 miles of relatively safe State Bikeway shoulder, then 

a nice paved bikeway after that on into your goal – ALBANY!   

 

Surface: 

 On roadway for most of the way through an industrial area with cement plants and 

stone quarries. Try to do it on a weekend to avoid much of the industrial traffic. 

 

Elevation change: 

 Many hills. Nothing incredibly difficult, but hills. If you are tired, they seem 

never ending, but you can make it. We did.  

  

What you may see: 

 This is just one of those gaps in the Canalway Trail that has not been filled in yet 

to make an easier ride. Don’t be intimidated by those trucks going by you. 

 Your refuge will be at the Rotterdam Kiwanis Park for a pit stop and the start of a 

much more civilized Mohawk-Hudson off-road bike trail. ☺  Check out the GPS reading 

below.     

 

How to get there: 

 After miles of on-road riding, you can temporarily pick up the Mohawk-Hudson 

Bike Trail at:   

 GPS Reading: 

  N 42˚ 51.502’ 

  W 074˚ 01.903’ 

 

 The Rotterdam Kiwanis Park is at: 

  N 42˚ 50.787’ 

  W 074˚ 00.828’ 

 

 
 



Additional parking areas: 

 You are approaching an urban environment so there are many more parking areas 

for segment and day trips. Check out your Parks and Trails map book for those details.  

 

What we found: 

 The miles on Bike Route 5 included rolling hills and industrial traffic of cement 

trucks and stone trucks. But when we hit the Mohawk-Hudson Bike Trail the scenery and 

the ride were much more enjoyable. 

 

 

 

 

 
** For more information on the Erie Canalway Trail, check out our book, Bicycling the Erie Canalway 

Trail, Tips and advice for your adventure(s), which you can purchase through the publisher by clicking on 

the link- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/state/bike-erie-canal/  

And if you’re serious about biking the Canalway Trail, check out our blog from 2015, which we kept while 

biking all 366 miles of the Canalway Trail. 

https://www.blogger.com/blogger.g?blogID=3608301887890162800#allposts/src=sidebar 

 

 

Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/ 

 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

 

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to 

Roger@RogerFulton.com   
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