
A.C. Stevens Nature and Historic Preserve 
Nearest community: Vischer Ferry, NY 

County: Saratoga 

A relatively easy 2.9-mile off-road ride;  

5.8 miles round trip 
 

 
 

General description: 

 Follow the towpath trail along the remnants of the Old Erie Canal. The ride is 2.9 miles one-way to a 

scenic view of a Mohawk River Falls and lock.      
 

Surface and bike style: 

 The surfaces vary from hard packed dirt to green ground cover. In some sections, tree roots are exposed 

and you get to navigate over them. It can be done with a hybrid bike, but you will be happier with a 

mountain-style bike with front-end shocks. 
 

What you may see: 

 The stone works of the old canal are still in place, including a featured “double-lock” of the era known 

as Lock 19. This raised trail will also take you through a variety of eco-systems from swamps to fields to 

wooded areas, finally ending with a great view of a waterfall of the Mohawk River. You can then retrace 

your route to return to your vehicle. Birds and other wildlife can be readily seen by the attentive eye all 

along the trail. 

    

 
  

How to get there: 

 From I-87, take Exit 8 and go west on Crescent Rd. (CR 92) toward Vischer Ferry. Follow it for 2.1 

miles and turn left onto VanVranken Rd. Follow it 1.3 miles to the intersection with Riverview Rd. The 

parking area and trailhead are directly across Riverview Rd.  

 Cross the bridge and turn right to start along the towpath trail.  
 

GPS readings: 

 Parking area/trailhead:              Scenic view: 

 N 42° 47.579’                   N 42° 48.210’ 

 W 073° 47.753’                W 073° 50.524’ 

 Lock 19: 

 N 42° 47.159’ 

 W 073°49.266’ 



 

Special attraction: 

 The bridge that you cross to start your trek is known as a Whipple Iron Truss Bridge. This particular 

bridge was built in 1869, was rehabilitated and placed at this location in 1998. (See the marker at the site 

for more details.) 
 

 
 

Cautions: 

 Use bug spray in the summer months. After all it’s a water-filled canal going through low-lying 

swampy areas at times. 

 Hang on to your handlebars as you navigate over tree roots and other obstacles. 

 You can explore other trails in this 600-acre preserve, but nature has encroached on many of them. 

We recommend you wear long sleeves and pants if you plan on exploring those trails.     
 

Season-Hours-Fees-Parking: 

 The preserve is open year-round, but realistically only June-November for biking. The trails can be 

very wet in the Spring. When open, hours are 5 am to 10 pm. There is adequate parking at the trailhead. No 

fees.  

 

Facilities: 

 Picnic tables and a barbecue at the entrance, and a picnic table at Lock 19. No restroom along this trail. 
 

What we found: 

 This is a fun, off-road ride alongside a great piece of New York history. We could imagine canal boats, 

towed by mules on the same towpath we were travelling, but in the mid-1800’s. The view of the Mohawk 

River falls and lock were well worth the trip. (We recommend that you don’t go down the hill past the 

scenic view.) 

 We also explored the trail straight over the bridge. It went in about ½ mile or so to a marker for Forts 

Ferry. We then turned left and followed a gravel road with views of the river. It took us back out to 

Riverview Road. We turned left on Riverview and found our vehicle about ½ mile on that road. That loop 

trail was about 1.5 miles.  

 There are more trails to explore in this 600-acre preserve, but be prepared for water-covered trails, 

overgrown trails and a variety of roadway surfaces.   
   

 
 

 
Check out more details about dozens of other trails on the website- https://rogerfulton.com/ny-trail-guides/finger-

lakes/ 

*Times, fees, parking, and other information may have changed since this document was published.  

Help us keep the database up to date.  Drop us a note with any changes you notice to Roger@RogerFulton.com  
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